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I. CALL TO ORDER:
Chair O’Hara called the Public Session to order at 6:00 PM

ROLL CALL:

Commissioners Staff
Chair Susan O’Hara Deputy Director of Public Works/Parks Kevin Carter
Vice Chair Toni Scolari Depot Museum Curator Alex Service
Commissioner Mike Murray Council Representative
Commissioner Pam Zana Councilmember Doug Strehl

II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
None.

III. PRESENTATIONS

A. Book Projects
Commissioner O’Hara reported that the release date for Mills of Humboldt County 1910—1945 has been set for
January 29, 2018.  She and Curator Service are not entirely happy with this, as it coincides with neither the holiday
gift-buying season nor with Arcadia’s previously stated preference for releasing books in our region during the
summer tourist season.  However, one advantage of this release date is that the book will be available in time for
marketing/book launch events at the Redwood Region Logging Conference.

B. Museum Security Systems
Deputy Director of Public Works/Parks Kevin Carter reported that Holmes Security will be working in the museum on
September 14 to install a new security camera system.  There will be three additional cameras outside, covering the
back of the museum building (with the camera facing toward the caboose), the back deck/wheelchair access ramp, and
the speed bump area of the road (in order to capture license plate numbers).  The new cameras are high definition,
producing higher resolution images than the current system.  The situation regarding the amount of storage available
will be similar to that in the current system.  Curator Service and Director Carter reported that the circa 1880s Maltby,
Curtiss and Co. .32 caliber 5-shot “Metropolitan Police Model” pistol stolen from the Fortuna Depot Museum
collection circa May 2017 has been recovered by Arcata PD.  It is currently being processed as evidence, but when that
process is complete it will be returned to the Fortuna Depot Museum.

C. Update on Memorial to Fortuna City Council Member Linda Gardner
The 1965 drawing of the Fortuna Depot by Wanda Gardner is back on display in the front room of the museum, with
re-matting/framing by How’s It Hanging and memorial plaque to Linda and Wanda Gardner by Ferndale Jewelers.
Curator Service reported that the matting & framing work was paid for by an anonymous donor. Councilmember
Strehl reported that benches donated by the Fortuna Garden Club in memory of Linda Gardner are now in place at the
Monday Club.  

D. Humboldt Beacon Digital Archive Purchase
Director Carter and Curator Service reported on the progress of purchasing the Humboldt Beacon archive from BMI
Imaging.  Director Carter is preparing a sole source justification report for the City Council to show why this purchase
can be made directly from BMI rather than needing to opened for bids from other providers.  BMI has provided us
with documentation stating that they are the originator and sole provider of the particular imaging/searching software
used in DigitalReel process.  Further, according to Curator Service’s research, BMI is the company which originally
photographed the Humboldt Beacon and created the microfilm of this newspaper’s archive, and they are the source
from which both Humboldt State University Library and the Humboldt County Library purchased the Beacon on
microfilm; these two libraries are apparently the only ones that include the Beacon among their holdings.  The project
will go to the City Manager’s office to be placed on the consent calendar for an upcoming City Council meeting.  The
agreement with BMI will be reviewed by the City Attorney.  It should take four to six weeks from the time the signed
agreement is received by BMI for the digitizing process to be completed.  Discussion was held on the optimal location
in the Depot Museum for the Humboldt Beacon access station.  A used computer from elsewhere in the city offices
will likely be used for this research station.  Discussion focused on whether the best location for  access to the Beacon
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is in the front room of the museum or in the reference room, and on whether the station would have its own printer or
be linked to the main museum printer.  

E. Holiday Season Exhibits and Events at Fortuna Depot Museum
The annual Depot Museum volunteer appreciation event was set for Sunday, December 3 at 2:00.  Themes discussed
for the holiday season exhibits include Eastern European Christmas traditions and a 1917 Humboldt wartime
Christmas.  O’Hara suggested reproducing the list of Fortuna-area men called up for service in the WWI draft, as
printed in the Fortuna Advance newspaper in summer 1917, as well as identifying photographs to print in extra-large
format on the printer at City Hall.  

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR

STAFF   RECOMMENDATION: Review and approve minutes of Fortuna Historical Commission meeting July 19,
2017  and staff report for July-August 2017.

PUBLIC COMMENT:
No public comment was heard.

COMMISSION ACTION:
Commissioner Scolari moved, seconded by Commissioner Murray, to approve the minutes of July 10, 2017 and the 
staff report for July-August 2017. Voice vote.

AYES: Commissioners Murray, O’Hara, Scolari, Zana
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None
Motion Carried 4-0

V. BUSINESS

A. Accessions/De-Accessions (Action Item)

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Accept the proposed accessions into the museum collection.

STAFF REPORT:
No de-accessions are proposed. The following potential accessions have been donated to the Fortuna Depot
Museum. No de-accessions were proposed.  The following potential accessions have been donated to the Fortuna
Depot Museum.  From Rachel Herren: Seven 8x10 black and white photos of the “redriving of the golden spike” June
11, 1965 (post-1964 Flood NWPRR repair work). Some people in the photographs are identified. From Max J. Lennon
Sr.: Circa 1910s phonograph record “Blue Yodel” and “Away Out on the Mountain” (Jimmie Rodgers, vocal and
guitar).  Stated to be “one of the first cowboy yodels.” From Dan McLelland: work apron/nail pouch for Loleta
Lumber Yard.  From North Coast Repertory Theatre, Eureka: Items donated to NCRT’s fund-raising rummage sale:
shaving mug (circa late 19th century), circa 1950s “Davy Crockett” mug, pair of drinking glasses commemorating the
first man on the moon (July 20, 1969) and the “Return to the Moon” (November 19, 1969).  

PUBLIC COMMENT:
No public comment was heard.

COMMISSION ACTION:
Commissioner Zana moved, seconded by Commissioner Scolari, to accept the proposed accessions into the museum 
collection.  Voice vote.

AYES: Commissioners Murray, O’Hara, Scolari, Zana
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None
Motion Carried 4-0
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VI. STAFF REPORTS

1. Fortuna Depot Museum Curator Report
Friday, September 29 is the date of the second Pierson Building Center “Celebrating Life in Our Humboldt County”
historic presentation hosted by the Fortuna Depot Museum this year.  This free presentation by Jerry Rohde, titled
“Saloons, Stores and Schools,” begins at 7:00.  Service also reported on the annual “Grave Matters and Untimely
Departures” cemetery tour, a fund-raiser for the Fortuna Cemetery District, which takes place on Sunday, October 29.

2. City of Fortuna Staff Report
Deputy Director Carter reported on city projects such as the Safe Ross Hill School project, work on Hillside Creek and
a five-year agreement between the city and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife to keep creeks cleared, as
well as ongoing work on upgrading security camera systems and lighting in Rohner Park.  This will be the third and
possibly final year of the Fortuna ice rink, unless a new sponsor is found for the project; the original agreement was for
the Fortuna Business Improvement District to sponsor the project for three years.  Another upcoming project focuses
on safety and alternative transportation methods at South Fortuna Elementary School.  A rider mower has been
purchased using Measure E funding, and will be used in mowing medians around town.  Councilmember Strehl
reported on a potential new member for the Fortuna Historical Commission.

VII. COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND COMMENTS

Commissioner Murray: None.  Commissioner O’Hara: Suggested that Curator Service should speak with Becky
Giacomini about getting the museum back onto the schedule for hosting Chamber Mixer events.  O’Hara also reported
on the new publication by the Northwestern Pacific Railroad Historical Society, a coffee-table format book by Angelo
Figone titled The Northwestern Pacific Railroad: Lifeline of the Redwood Empire Boom and Bust 1951—2001. Mr.
Figone visited the Depot Museum to present us with a complimentary copy of the book, which includes some
photographs from the museum collection.  Figone and Service will make arrangements for Mr. Figone to do a book-
signing presentation at the museum.   Commissioner Scolari: None.  Commissioner Zana: None.  Councilmember
Strehl: Shared an idea from the Downieville Museum: a “thank you for your donation” souvenir wooden nickel.

VIII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
None were proposed.

IX. ADJOURN
The meeting was adjourned, Murray/Zana, MSCU.

Respectfully submitted by:
Alex Service, Fortuna Depot Museum Curator
Thru: Buffy Gray, Deputy City Clerk


	OLE_LINK13

